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The aepiration of Soutbern ambition, which has resched

to the climax of rebellion, was not the growth of a mouth
or u year. Those who have watched the course of publie
events and noted the development of opinion in the Bouth
{or years past bave seon many signs' of the coming peril ;
and, if the country was not prepared for it, it was not for
want of an oceasional warning. Every body knew there
were restless spirits in the Bouth who would rejoice in the
opportunity to destroy the Union, and that these were en-
deavoring to create s sectional sentiment that might favor
the sccomplishment of their wish. But the common faith
of the country in the patriotism of the people of the Bouth,
and the profound econvietion of the whole North, and we
way say nlao of the larger part of the Southern communi-
tiew, that po motive existed which could possibly stir up
the people of any State to the mad enterprise of assailing
the integrity of the Uuion, dispelled every spprebension on
this acore. The public generslly regarded the danger ss a
chimers. Even the Government, which ought to bave
been distrualful enough to put itsell oo guard, seemed to
be utterly uncouscious of the gathering trouble. Never
was 8 country taken so much at unawares.

The year 1860 was one of great prosperity. The nation
exhibited somethiog more than its customary light-heart-
edness, and bad risen ioto a tone of hilarity fiom the pacu-
liar excitements of the year. The spring was oecupied
with celebratious of the advent of the Jupanese Embassy,
whieh signalized the enlargement of our commerce with
the East, and autumn was filled with pageants to wel.
come the heir of the British throne, whose visit was re-
goided as &n event of natioual congratulation that pro-
mised long peace and happy fellowship with the world—a
token of new atrength snd greater. influence to the Repub. |
lie. It was a year distinguished by public demonstrations
of faith and bope in the future destiny of the country. Few
persons were willing to believe, or allowed themselves to
think, that, whilst we were thus increasing the popularity
of the oation abroad sod insugurating an era of remark-
able promise to the advantage of our foreign and domestic
interests, there was any considerable party amongst us
who could harbor the parricidal design of crushing these
brilliant hopes in the destruction of the country itself, or
that the band of political agitators, to whom the public was
accustomed to impute such s design, could so infatuate
their fllowers as to prevail with them to attempt it. It
was in this state of confident securily, and in the very
midst of these peaceful manifestations, that the rtorm broke
upon the eountry. Never was & nation so utterly unpre-

pared for such an eveat.

Notwithstanding this diesonance between the tcne of
public feeling st that time, and the terrific incident which
grated upou 1t with such inopportune discord, the rebellion
was & predestined fact which came at its appoioted dsy.
The year, the month, almost the week of its explosion bad
been determined in councils beld long before, and the plot
had no regard to the barometer of natioval sentiment, in-
different alike to the good will which delights in establish-
ing peace, or that more congenisl mood which promotes
quarrel,

It waa foreordsined that the Presidentisl election of
1860 should furnish, not the oocasion, but the day of disso-
lation.

Let us endeavor to extract from the bistory of the times
and our own observation of the character of our people
what we esn find to solve this problem. It has grown to
be slmost & universally accepted fact on the northern side
of Mason and Dizon's line thatslavery is the cause of the rebel-
tion, ‘This is wo broadly received that the eorrullary derived
from it seems, at this time, to be the axiom upon which the
special friends of the Administration are endesvoring to di-
roet the conduct of the war to put tie rebellion down.
Slavery being the eause of the rebellion, the war, it is said,
must be aimed at the extinction of slavery. With them it
waild appear to be no longer a poiot to compel the insur-
gents to submit to the laws and return to their allegiance
but rather to sct on the assumption that no pesce is desir”
able which leaves slavery an existing institution.

I think this view of the origin of our troubles requires
some qualification. BSlavery, of itself and for itself, is not
the csnse of the rebellion. I do not believe that there was
ane intelligent, leading, and thinking man in the Bouth,
when this rebellion broke ont, who imagined that slavery
was in any kiod of danger either from the action of the
National Government or the State Governments ;: nor that
it could be saccessfully sssailed by the hoatility that was
exhibited sgainst it in the publie or private opinion of
Northern society. I think that astute Beuthern statesmen
were and are perfectly convineed that the Government of
the United States, embracing both National and Btate or-
genizations, afforded an impregnable security to the inati-
tution of slavery which no power on this continent, in ite
Iawful course of administration, could disturb. And, more-
over, that the guarantees which these organizations com-
bined offer to that institation are not only entirely adequate
to its protection, but are such as no government ever before
supplied, and such, also, as no government, of‘&ha same
scope of jurisdietion and power, would ever again agree to
make. It is the merest sham and make-believe for any
Southern man to pretend that the institution of slavery was
ever brought into peril before this rebelhon exposed it to
the dangers that now snrround it. T 2an hardly suppose

that mny man of ssnse in the Bouth could believe other-
wise than that s war, once provoked between the Btates,
would be the only effective ageney which could destroy or
impair it agaiost the will and without the co-operation of
the Slave Btates themeselves.

Slavery may be said to be the cause of the rebellion only
in the same sense in which we may affirm that cotton and
sngar are the oause of it, or that Bouthern character, hab-
its, climate, and social life are the source out of which it

haw eprung.

#
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question, frot side to side, undoubtedly prepared the peo-

ple of the Bouth for the explosion of 1860, and equally pre-

pared the people of the North for s prompt resentment

sgainet it, sod thus wisled the popular opiuion ou botb |
sides to regard the slavery question as the immediste
source of the attempt at revolution. But the contrivers,
the heads aod leaders of the scheme, had & much deeper
purpose than the redress of any imagined dsnger to the |
security of the institution, They only took advantage of|
the common sensibility of their people on this subject to

aid them in a design of much wider import.

We may find & guide to our investigation of this design

in & review of the composition snd character of Bouthern

society.

It is not always & gracious task to analyse uationsl cha-

racter, and partioularly when our own countrymen are in

question. If, therefore, I should be thought too * candid™

in what I am about to write, I hope I stiall fiod my war-
rant in the sincere respect I entertain for the many exosl- |
lent traits of Bouthern character, and still more in the

esteem ‘with which I cherish the memory of many personal
friends in whom I bave found every thing to admire and

really nothing to blame—except, indeed, the facility with

which they have yielded to the delusion which oarried
them into this rebellion

If T were asked to deseribe in & word the primal source
or germ out of which this commotion has sprung, I would
say it was the egotiem of Bouthern chiaracter. There are
no people in the world who have & higher opinion of them-
selves and of their surroundings than the inhabitants of
certain districts of the Bouth. They are sccustomed to
speak of themselves as possessing the very highest type of
civilization ; as pre-eminent in all the qualities of generous
maohood ; as hospitable, frank, brave beyond all other
people ; quick to resent dishonor; keen in their perception
of what is great or noble ; refined and elegant in manners.
They clsim, besides, superior talent, more acute insight,

in statesmen, orators, and politicians. They are manly,
truthful, sod chevalresque. This is the portrait they draw
of themselves.

Now, I do not mean to dispute theee pretensions. The
South possesses, in marked degree, maoy of these exoel-
lent qualities, and I would not disparage their elaim to any
of them, because I think that the very assertion of such a
elaim is the proof of an sppreciation of these virtues,
which in itself is a merit of good omen. It shows theten-
dency of their aspirations, which is one good step towarda
suocess in accomplishing them. But, on the other hand,

posseszors, is apt in the same degree to bresd opinions de-
rogatory of all other people outside of their boundary..
The Bouth accordingly has its aversions, and amonget these
nothing is more conapicuous than the dislike of the com-
mon masses of the Bouthern people—I speak more parti-
cularly of the untravelled portion of them—to the patives
of the New England States. This dislike is as old as the
colonial era. Even in the Revolutionary war of 1776, if it
did not impair the sturdy unioa of effort which won the vie-
tory, it bred minor dissensions and vexatious jesloasies.

The application of the word “ Yankee” was even then, as

it is now, an expression of the derision with whioh the

man of the SBouth regarded the man of New England. It

signified at that day, and long afterwards, in the vulgar
spprebension, a shrewd, eunning chapman, who invariably

outwitted the credulous Southron in a bargain. It bas losl

something of this significance in these later times, since

the credulous Southron has grown more worldly, and de-

veloped some of the qualities of an expert chapman him-
self. It now rather indicaies the hatred engendered by

jealousy of New England growth and prosperity.

In & sober estimate of all these characteristics, which it
is bardly necessary to say are not to be attributed to the

most cultivated and liberal men of the Bouth, we may set
down both the selfesteern snd the aversion I have de-

scribed to the account of that provineial vanity and pre-
judice which are always observed in isolated communities,
and which, I think, are also, in some degree, distinctive of
a simply agricultural people.

This popular dislike of the Norlh, unreasonable and tri-
vial a8 it is, bas bad a good deal to do with the aggravation
of the temper which has fomeuted the rebellion. It quick-
ened the jealousy of the Bouth agaiost every political move-
ment in the country that indicated the probability of
Northern control in the Government. Every revelation
made by the census of the growing preponderance of North-
ern population—by which I mean the population of the
Free States in general—was received by the SBouth as the
announcement of & rapidly advancing era when Bouthern
dominstion must give way to Northero—when the sceptre |
must depart from Judah. I think we bave very elear proof|
that at no time sinee the adoption of the Coustitution wers.
the politicians of the South disposed to tolerate the elec.,
tion of a Northern President, unless they bhad a satisfacto-
ry nasurance that he would sdminister the Government in|
obedience to their dicta‘ion, or at least conformably to
their views of poliecy. In the time of the elder Adams
there was & settled, and even an exasperated opposition to
him, which threateped to bresk up the Goveroment,on
this ground. Mr. Jefforson evidently alluded to this
schems, in his letter to John Taylor of Caroline, in 1798,
in which he wrote an argument to diseoursge it—mani-
festly as an snewer to wome suggeetions on that subject
from his correspondent. His argument, I may remark, in
passing, was equally againet the right and the poliey of
such 8 proceeding. Referring to the * scimsion of the
Union" as » supposed lawful resort, he declares that with
it * no Federal Government eould ever exist.” Thers are
many proofs now extant beeides this of the reluctance of
the Soutbern States to allow any influence but their own
to predominate in the Government, even in that age of our
republic when it was not pretended that any SBouthern
right was brought into jeopardy either by the National or
State authorities or by the temper of private opinion. The
objaction to Northern rule was simply founded on the pride
of Bouthern ambition.

It in only necessary to reflect upon the restiveness of
Bouthern politicians of the Inat and the present generation,
and to observe the solicitude with which they have always
contemplated any invasion of their own supremacy in the
Government, and the importunate zeal with which they
isted upon preserving an equilibrium between Free

The agitations of the slave question were only
bly the motives to rebellion. They wers the means made
use of to give pretext and comsistenty to the scheme.
With the unthinking or excitable masses of the Bouth, it
is true, these sgitations were the principal incentives to
revolt. They furnished them a ready argument, and made
the threat of breaking up the Union familiar to the South-
ern mind, and, to a certain extent, popular. They had
sumething of the same effect upon portions of the people
of the North ; for the aversion to the Usion was not alone
harbored in the South. I have no doubt that the extreme
opinions on this subject, preached and written by a sect in
New Englavd, had » most pernicious influence in extend.
ing the thought of dissolution through the South. There
was an equal fanaticism on both mides, quite as evident in
favor of slavery in one section’ as against it in the other.
Beecessionists and abolitionists, in the ulira phases of their
reapective demands, were 10 full aceord as to the ultimate
remedy of the grievances they imagined themselves to suf-
fer It was curious to see bow, in sscending the gamut
of their opposite extravagances, the two parties kept pace
with each other on tha seale of whioch t e highest note on
each side was disunion. Both North aod Bouth were, at
the beginning, in harmony in admitting slavery to be a so.
gisl evil whioh was to bs considerately dealt with and
abandcned when that could be done withont injury to-ex-
isting interests. From this point SBouthern enthusinats di-
verged in one direotion, Northern in another. With one
slavery rose to be asserted sucoessively as a harmless uti-
lity, aa & bleasing, s divine institution, and, finally, as ** the
gorner-aione rejsctad by the bailders,” upon which s new
dynnsty was to be constructed, and our old cherished
Union to be. deasbed into fragments. With the other,
slavery, passing through equal grades, was declared to be
a disgrace; n great national xin; a special curse of Hea-
ven, and, st last, a stigma that made the Union ‘& cove-
asnt of bell,” whioh, therefore, should be shattered to
atouis to give plsee to another order of pelity, The two
opposite lines thus converged in the same point, that of
digsolution. Thin is the extreme boundary to which & pus-
sionste monomania has st st conducted the ngitationa of
thirty yonrs of the ll.lbj.('t of slavery The irritation pro-

and Slave Btates—meaning by that, the preponderance of
Bouthern influence—to be convineed that the perpetuity of
their eontrol of the Administration has been the leading
idea of their policy. The threat of disucion has been the
customary persuasion by which they bave, from time to
time, endeavored to subdue the first symptoms of disaflec
tion fo their ascendancy. This had become the familiar
terror of every Presideotial canvass since the great flurry
of nullifieation in 1832, and, in fact, ite frequency had made
it so stale that when, at last, the daoger was really immi-
nent, the country was incredulous of the event, as much
from derision of the threat as a worn-out trick, as from the
common eonvietion that no cause bad arisen to provoks it,
Looking at the various pretexts upun which, as oceasion
prompted, this disunion was threatened—the tariff, the
navigation lawe, the distribution of patronsge, the Texas
question, the admimsion of Californis, the Kansas organi-
zation, the Territories—all of which have been used in
turn by the Cotton Btates Lo frighten the nation with the
dauger of rupture, we have in these the most perspicu-
ous guide to the true motives of the breach of 1861. The
fact was then at last demonstrated that the bour was at
hand when other interests in the country wers to have a
hearing and an influence, and that the majority of the na
tion meant to govern it ; that the Bouth must take its dus
and proper place in the Union and relinquish its ambition
of undivided empire. That long-feared and long-warded-
off day hnd come, and with it eame the first, real, unfeign-
ed, nbaolate purpose of the partissn politicians of the
Bouthern Btates in combination to separate the Bouth from
the North, and to attempt to build up & power at home, in
which Bouthern politios and Bouthern ambition should have
undisputed sway. The Union was enjoyed s long sa it
ministered to the mscendency of the Pianting States, but
waa to be cast off an soou s the nation resched that spoch
in ite progrees at which it was able to relesse iteslf from
the thraldom of sectional control, and to regulate ita policy
in secordance with the demands of the general welfare.
Never was the selfiahness, which ia the proverbial ain of
politiciana and the eommon imputation against corporate
bodies, which the nobler qualities of individual manhood
scorns and the morality of social life condemns, more con-

and higher energy than their neighbors. They are prolifie ||

spiouously illustrsted thau in this exsmple furalebed by 8
people who boast not less of thelr honor than of their
statessnnsbip During s period of seventy years the old-
est of thess Btates—and the younger frow the date u: their
orgaization—had drawa from the Union s power aud proe-
perity they never eould h’:::' obtained alone. It is not too
much to afirm that they are indebted to the Union for
every thing which has made their position io the eye of the
world worlby of consideration as s natiopal Power. To
the Uniou the grester part of them owe their very exist-
ance; all owe to it their protection and defence, their flour-
ing commeree, their ready and cheap supply of manu-
factures, their copveniences of luxurieus or comfortable
life: they owe to the Union in great degree their interoal
improvements, and in o small proportion their most ac-
tive and intelligent population. And now, coneeiving that
they have attained to a strength which will enable them to
secure thess advantages from their own resources, they do
not hesitate to renounee their most sacred obligstions of
duty and obedience for the illusion of & national indepen-
denoe, which, whatever may be ita import upon their own
fortunes, they persuade themselves cannot be any thing
else than destruetion to the prosperity of the comrades they
soek to abandon.

| It is lamentable to see this false estimate of duty in any
gection, but our régret is iucreased by the surprise with
which we discover so many persons in the Border States
who bave sllowed themselves to think that, in following
the lead of thess counsellors, they will ever find soy ade-
quate compensation for the sacrifice they make of the
loag career of happy fortuae opened to'them by the protec-
tion of the Union.

What, we are now ready to ask, ia the resl motive for
seeking this independence? Can it be for any sdvantage
which n State of the Union, and especially any State within
the compaas of the old thirteen, could lawfully and hooora-
bly demand from ita associates in the Confederacy 7

To the adoption of the Constitution there was s plighted
faith volunteered by every member of the Union o observe
and keep every covenaot expressed in that instrument.
Each Btate relied upon the faith and hooor of its sister
BState, and upon the pledge of the whole people of the
United Btates to abide by the terms of that great compaet,
aod to perform every duty it exacted of them. Jo frater-
nal reliance upon that honor, each and every State commit-
ted itself to sll the responsibilities the Unicn imposed.
{Each willingly assumed these responsibilities, in full con-
fidence that no one would ever shrink from its share in the
|participation of the common duty, but that all would reli-

we may remark that this self-esteem, whilat it exalts its | gionaly discharge every obligation of the compact. There

| was thus & perfect assurance given to the nation that whilst
 all enjoyed the profit, the prosperity, and the glory of the
Union, all would equally adopt ite burdens, and make
whatever necessary sacrifice of individual or State advan-
tage the common good might require. This is, in effect,
the nature of the social compact presented by the Consti-
tution Certainly, we may say that, after entering into
such an engsgement aa this, no State vor section of the
people could, without great dishonor and breach of fuith,
refuse and sbandon the performance of their stipulated
obligations to their compeers, merely for the sake of mak-
ing themselves independent. Even if there were an admit-
ted right to retire, every consideration of justice would
impose upon the malcontent fragment the duty of appeal-
ing fo the rest who composed the body politic for their
consent to s messure which must necessarily be an injury
to them. How much more imperative is the duty of such
an appeal when nd such right to withdraw is contained in
the compact, and when the proceeding, unless sanctioned
by the general consent of the nation, eould only be classed
in the eategory of revolution? To make a decent case of
Jjustification for revolution, every tribunal of moral law or
enlightened opinion would hold that, as & preliminary fact,
that consent should be ssked and refused; and, moreover,
that the insurgent party should be sble to show such a vio-
lation of compact by the offending Government as to pro-
duece intolerable oppression for which no remedy was to be
found but that of separation.

Now, nothing is more clesr than that neither of these
conditions existed. There was no consent sought for or
expected, but, on the contrary, a haste in rushing ioto re-
bellion, whieh one might almoat believe was intended to
prevent. the risk of either consent or coociliation. The
conductors of the movement seemed to think, in the words
of Bir Lucius O'Trigger, “ The quarrel is a very pretty
quarrel as it stande—we should only spoil it by trying te
explain it” There was no iotolerable oppression, or in-
deed oppression of any kind. The utmost point to which any
mover of the sedition wient, was to affirm that it wans feared
there might be some oppression bereafter—though that
was not very intelligibly made out in the result of the Pre-
sidential election, which proved the successful party to be
in & minority of the whole vote of the country. We had
heard, it is true, a great deal about the iniquity of import
duties and protection of domestic industry ; but these were
only the common resources of all Governments, and indesd
when it concerned Bouthern interests, where the rpecial re-
quinitions of Bouthern policy, which always insisted on the
proteetion of sugar and cotton, and in past times demanded
the highest duties on manufactures, as exemplified in the
recommendation of the misimum prineiple which was io-
troduced into the tariff of 1816 by Mr. Calboun, with the
express view of encouraging the manufacture of American
cotton in order exclude India fabrics from our market.
We bad beard a complaint that the bounty of the Govern-
ment had fallen in stinted measure upon the Bouth in the
expenditures of the revepue; but the fact was that the
public treasure was spplied in that section to the estab-
lishment of forts, arsenals, navy yards, hospitals, costom-
bouses, mints, snd otber public structures, quite as liber-
ally as they were needed, and certainly without any idea of
unjust discrimination ; whilst, in addition to these expendi-
fures, enormous amounts, far greater than were appropri-
ated to any other section, were expended in the purchuse
and defeoce of Bouthern territory.

It might be pertinently asked here, in reference to these
complaints, did the Bouth, by asserting ita independence, ex-
pect to escape the necewsity of raising revemue without
a resort to imposts 1 Did it enter into their plan to aban
don the protection of sugar, the manufacture of iron, of
copper, of cotton, wool, lesther, glass, or the many other
commodities to which Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia, and
other parts of the Beuth are now devoting eapital, with
anticipation of future enlargement? Would they be will-
ing to bazard the experiment of refusing the demands of
those Btates on this subject—with that swift remedy of
secemion acknowledged as a power in their organization 1

I need say nothing here of the preservation of slave in-
stitations as & motive to independence; 1 have already
commented on that point; but I may add a few words on
the extension of slavery into the Territories, which has lat-
terly been presented as a question of injustice dove to the
South. In regard to that, I bave to remark that the recent
demand was for the rght to plant alavery north of the
Iatitude of 36° 30" —the South had alresdy secured the
privilege south of that line, where every foot of territory
wia by law open to the admission of slavery,

It 1 & very notable fact that, from the beginning of the

Government, Bouthern statesmen have refused to allow
slavery to go north of that line in the Territories. The
Northwestern territory, embracing all the Biates north of
the live, was made inviolably free soil by the demand of
Virginia and the support of Southern votes. The Missouri
compromise was aleo & Bouthern measure, and ita passage
was hailed as the trinmph of the Bouth over the North,
But. was there really any wish to plant slavery morth of
that line? Ia there a man of the Bouth who would have
engaged in such an adventurs, if the prohibition of the
Missouri compromise had never been made? What in-
dusement can be imagined which would persunde a South-
e planter to abandon hia productive sugsr or cotton fisld
and to transport his slaves into the rigorous climate and to
the ungenial cultivation of that gram-produciog region,
whieh in thronged with fres emigrants, nnder whose com-
petition slave Iabor falle to & mere cipher !
And, after all, T close this questioning with one more in-
terrogatory : Would independence help thin privilege, sup-
posing it were of any value ; would the Territories be open
to slave settlement after the Bouth had renounced the
Umon, and its projected revolution—if that were n destined
event-——had become & success 7

Parsue this inquiry through all the details it may suggest,
and when you have axhausted your eatechinm you will find

duced by this persevering and angry reverberation of the

that the whole of thess supposed motives for independsnce

ate utterly baseless; that they are slmply pretexts snd
nothing wore, ewployed as lures to enirap the ignorant or
a8 fopica to feed (he sedition of men who weleome nny
thing that may scem like argumest to sustain a foregone
purpose of revolt.

The pursuit of independence by these Confedersted
States bas a very difforent sim from the redress of such
shallow griefs as these. e

Whoever shall be able hereaftsr to revesl the secret his-
tory of those various conclaves whbich bave beld counsel ou
the repeated attempta to invade and eoagher—or, as the
phrase was, liberate Cuba; whoever shall unfold the
schemes of seizing Nicarsgus, of siding revolution in
Mexioo, of possessing Bonora, will make some pretty sure
advances in diselosing the true pathway to the sources of

Golden Cirole, and their spread over the country; their
meetings and traossctions; who wmanaged them and set
them on to do their appointed work ; whoever shall pene-
trate into the midnight which veiled this order from view,
will also open sn suthentic chapter in the history of this
outbreak.

There was a great scheme of dominion in this plot. The
fancy of certsin Bouthern politiciane was daxed with a
vision of Empire. Years have been rolling on whilst this
brilliant scheme was maturing in their private councils
and st intervals startling the pation by some unexpected
eruption. The design, which Iny too deep in darkness to
be penetrated by the uninitiated, oocasionally rossto the
surfuce in some bold and rash adventurs, which either the,
vigilance of Government or the imperfect meanm of suc-
cess which the necessity of concealment imposed upon it
rendered sborlive. The Cuban expeditions miscarried;
the Sonora failed; the Wicaragua forays were
nll these chiefly by the careful waich of the Government.
Large sums of money were squandered in these fruitless
adventures, and many lives were lost Worse than thess
mishaps, eager hopes were disappointed and long-indulged.
dreams dissipated. It was found that the Union wae in
the way ; that the Federal Government was the impedi-
ment, and, that ns long as the South was bound to obey
that Government, frustration of these cherished schemes
was always sure to sttend them. This experience bred the
hostility of thwarted ambition aganst the Union, and turned
the thoughts of these agents of mischisf towarda its de-
struction.

Then came the next movement. There is, I (bink, s
better foundstion than mere rumor for saying that over-
tures were made, before the rebelion broke ovut, to Lhe
Emperor of the French for support and patronage in the
scheme ; that a very alluring picture waa presented to hum
of a great Bouthern Confederaoy, to embrace the land of
eolton, of sugar, of coffee, of the most precious tobacecosr,
and of the choicest fruits, of the most valuable timber and
the richest mines—comprebending the Gulf Statss, Cuba,
Bt. Domingo, and otber islands, Mexico, Contral Awerica,
and perbaps reaching even beyond into the borders of
South Ameriea—ns great tropical and semi-tropical pars-
dise of unbounded affluence of produet, secured by an im-
pregnable monopely created by nature. This large domain
waa to be organized into one Confederate Government, and
provid d with the cheapest and most docile and submissive
of all Iabor; ite lands were to be parcelled into principali-
ties, and Isndlords were to revel in the riches of Aladdin'a
lasmp. This was the grand idea which the Emperor ‘'was
solicited to patronise with his protection, for which he was
to be repsid in treaty arrangements by which France should
enjoy a free trade in the products of French industry; and
precedence in gathering the first fruits of all this wealih
of culturs, Certainly a very dazzling lure this to the good
will of the Emperor !

Tt'is said the Emperor was quite captivated with the
first view of this brilliant project, but on riper delibaration
whas brought to a pause. The scheme, he discovered, stood
oo ope leg: the whole structure rested on slavery, which
was much too ricketty a support to win favor in this nige-
teenth century with the shrewdvat of European statesmen.
The plot was *“ too light fur the connterpoire of so great
an opposition.” The structure might last & few years, but
very soon it would tumble down and come to nought. And
80, it is whispered, the Emperor declined the veuture. This
is & bit of secret history which time may or may not verify.
From some inklings of that day which escaped ivto open
air, I believe it true. We beard various boastings in the
summer of 1860 of French support to the thre itened sepa.
ration, and there were agents in Europe negotiating for it.
During all that preliwinary period, there was s great d-al
said in the Bouth about reviving the slave trade, When
the Emperor refused this was suddenly dropped, and Eng-
land was then looked to me the ally in the ecoming revolt.
Abolition England was to be won by another strategy. The
Montgomery Couvention asserted s elause in the Confede~
rate Constitution forbiddiog the slave trade, and, oddly
enough for a Government founded on the central idea of
slavery, the commissioners who represented it in England
were authorized to assure the British Mivister that it was
really the old Government which was fighting to perpetu-
ate slavery, whilst the new one was ooly seeking free trade;
thereby geotly insinuating a disinterested indifforence on
the sluve question which might ultimately come into full
accord with England on that subject. These revelations
stand in strange contrast with the popular theme that has
rushed s0 many into the rebellion. As the matter now
rests the rebel Government haa quite platform enough to be
a8 pro-slavery or aa anti-slavery as its European negotis-
tions may require; and if these should utterly fail, there is
nothing in the constitutional provision to interrupt the Af-
riean slave trade a single dsy. For what is that provision
worth in a region where neither courts nor juries would
execute the law I

Whilst this grand idea of tropical extension was seeth-
ing in the brpin of the leaders, and their bopes of fruition
were vivid, the plan was to confine the revoli to th+ Cotton
Btates—or, at least, to give the Dorder States a very infe-
rior rile in the programme. They might come in when ull
waa adjusted, but were to bave no share in the prima'y or-
ganization. Every one remembers how these Border States
were flouted in the beginning, and tuld they were not fit to
be consulted. and that the only sdvantage they could bring
to the Southern Confederacy was that of serviog as a fron-
tier to prevent the escape of slaves. But when the uri.
ginal plan was found to be a failure the views of the mana-
gers were changed ; the Border States became indispensa-
ble to any hope of success, and the most active agencies of
persunsion, force, and frand were set in motion to bring
them in. How mournfully did it strike upon the beart of
the nation when Virginia, in the lead of this career of sub-
mission, sank to the humiliation of pocketing the afiront that
had been put upon her, and consentéd to acoept.a position
whieh nothing bat the weakness of her new eomrades in-
duced them to allow her!

Since the hope of this broader dominion bas come to sn
end, the rebellion is still persistently pureued for the se-
complishment of ite secondary objects. There in still
doubtless some residuary espeotation that, even without
foreign pa‘ronage, in the event of success, this desire of ex-
tapsion of territory may in time be gratified ; bat it is no
longer the chief object of pursuit. The pride of the Bouth,
ita rewentment, its rage are all now enlisted in pushing for-
ward to whatever consummalion they may imagine to be

hatred their disappointments have engendered. But they
soek it, too, as the only method left for the maintenance of
that elaas domination which they have ever enjoyed, and
which they are now unwilling to surrender.

PAUL AMBROSE.

S

PRIZE CASES AT NEW YORK.

A genersl investigation i:qml to the prize cases that
have been disposed of in the port of New York during the
poat fwo years is now in progress in that city. The pre.
hminary movement was made on Wednosday, when Mr.
JouRDoN, the solicitor of the Treasury, had an interview
with several merchants and other citizens. The taking of
testimony was to brgin yesterday. The Evening Post
anys:

“The ioquiry is to include the whole and the
acts of ll ;lormm who bave had any Mﬂ directly
or indirectly, with the prze easen; their “and
the ssle of the either as agenta of the of
as private individuals, will be paesed in review.
time will donbtlees bo consumed, but the

ct, both to the Guyernment
the inqoiry be made
 Inrge axpenses of dispasing of the prive goods bers bas, of

courne, led to the investigation.”

this rebellion. The organization of the Knights of the

sttainable. Thoey now insist on independence from the very | though

McCLELLAN'S DEFENCE OF WASHINGTON, ‘
A CONTROVEBTED POINT SETTLED.

The Boston Advertider of Saturday last,
tbe 26th instant, bas the fullowiog notice of a
Report recently wads to Gen. Barny, luspector

G

of ' Artillery, by Gen. W, B, lately
_,mumﬂng the Fouml__ h M otts, (Hea-
vy Aciillery.) The  stated are {mport-
‘ant a8 bearing on a controverted question, some of

the papers relating to which appesred in several
of our numbets during the month of January
-and whioh has been frequently alluded to in other
articles ginee that time.

From the Boston Duily Advertiser of April 25th.

Col. WiLLIAM B. GreExe, lately commanding the Four-
toenth Massachusetts, (Heavy Artillery,) hos wade bis re-
port to Gen. Barry, inspector of arfillery.

A8 Col. Gredne was for some months in command of &
brigade of arlillery in the forts covering Waabington south
of the Potomae, his report is of interest and importaace,
espevially in its bearing upon the atate of defence in which
Washington wap left at the beginniog of the peninsuls
campaign, & point which is much labored, it will be re-
membered, by the Committes on the Conduct of the War.
Col. Greene ix led to discuss this matter from & reflection
apparently (and perbaps uuwittingly) cast upen the fine
regiment under his commsnd by Geo, Wadeworth. Col.
Greene says : o - :

“1 read with astonishment the following
the communication of (fen. Wadsworth to the
of War, dated W n, April 2, 1862, and reproduced
in the report of the Committee on the Conduct of the
War. 1 coofess that T am not able to somprehend it :
 mont ik b il o e o ey
¢ pervice, have been withdrawr from the forta on u
¢ side of the Potomac, und 1 have only been able to il their

t v : iments entirely uuac-
! Em%m. , and of mui or no
¢ value in their present position.’,

“ One of the heavy artillery regiments referred to A
probably, the First ticut, which was relieved, :::‘
suant to Guo. Wordeworth's orders, by ‘the |
Massashusetts artillery under my command, snd not.
very new. regiment of in . Gen. '8 0
direciing me to relieve Col. Tyler that the Con-

necticut nt was one of artillery, bul designated
mm-mm iment of artil as' merely *the
Fourteenth Regi
pears to bave

ment’ usetts Volunteers.” He ap-
that the Fourteenth Massachusetts
rgﬁnmt'wbﬁh reported to him was not one of the oldest
volunteer Leavy regiments, but s ver¥ new regi-
ment ‘of infantry. 1 am under the impression that the
Massachusetta was the senior voluuteer heavy
n-rllla? 0 the service, and inferior to no vther
either in ordiscipline.
*“The infantry regiment which is referred to as one that
had been drilled in lfﬂﬁugm s, I suppose, the

raph from
retary

one that bad veeated Forts ughast—ihe New
York 12th, I think, but s not sure, since I never had any
thing to do ‘with Craig and Tillinghast until they were
vacated. As woon as they were vacated I oeoupied them
of my own motion, and without waiting for orders During
the whole time that Gen. Wadsworth commeanded the
defences of Washington the 14th Marsachusetta Volunteern
(beavy artillery) necupied the forts that had been veeupied
by the lat Connecticut artillery, and slse Forta Craig and
‘I'illinghnst ; durmg hat whoie time so infastry what-
ever—whetber very new or of ln.y other quality—formed
any part of the garrisons of those forts. The infantry
that I saw at the time in forts south of the Potomac was
the 56th Pennaylvania volunteers; wtich Gen. Wadsworth

16 report to me, nnd which 1 was autborized by
him (verbally through my ordnance officer) to distribute in
Forta Albany, Runyon, and Jacksen to reinforee the
gorrisons from the Massschusetts 14th, whick already
« ied those forts. The Pennsylvania 56th remained on
the south sids of the Potowae but five or six days, as they
were ordered nway to Budd's ferry almost immediately
after they had been distributed aweng the forts.”

It appears, therefore, that Gen. Wadaworth, io his alerm,
and ‘perhape under the pressure of the heavy responsbility
belonging to the commander of the defeuces of Wadling-
ton, fell into & very singular error in making the statement
which was the foundation of such important action sfter-
wards, He supposed two artillery regiments bad been
withdrawn when only one bad been, and that raw infantry
had been put in garrisin, when in fact the regiment with-
drawn was replaced by perhaps the cldest and one of the
beat drilled regiments of artillery in the service, no infantry
whatever, except one regiment for o few days, being
placed in garrison, How many otber errors of similar
character Gen. Wadeworth's statement may contain, in
particulars whioh have not yet received such an examiua-
tion s Col. Greene has given to the part which falls within
his personal knuwledge, the public must jodge; but the
valus of the General's statement is very easily estimated.

How Gen, Wadsworth came to make such » seri us
mistake e this is enmsily explained. Finding that the
General classes the Fourteenth with * very new infantry,”
* entirely unsequainted” with artillery, Col. Greene refers
with soms pride to the history of his regiment, to the high
eomplimenta which it received' from many leading Gene-
rals, including Gen. Barry, for its discipline and proficiency
in artillery drill, and then adds to a list of these officers
this remarkable statement ;

“1 wish I could add the name of Gen. Wadsworth to
this list, but am unable to do so because his duties in Wash.

iu‘hmnucmiﬂ_ that he had nily little
time to visit the forts on the south of the P u‘.l’Wh_n

L

be never, to my knowledge, inspected any one of my fu
or reviewed any une of my companies ; and I thiok it wou
have been impossible for him to do either of those things
without my knowledge. It is my impression that Gen.
‘Wadeworth was never, while he was my commanding offi-
cer, inside my lines. &uf Buxton, commander of the
rmanent guard on Long Bridge, inform d me that Gen.
‘adsworth, whils he waa in commsod ol the defences of
Washington, never onoe eromsed Long Biidge. No staff

officer of Gen. Wadsworth ever ted, to my know-
, any one of my forts. [t would gratify me exceed-
ingly to be able to refer to the testmony of Uen. Wade-

worth in favor of the ne and instruction of my re
ment, but I am precluded from sn doing by the fact of
never having taken ognizsnoe of the oond tion of
my forts and of the instruotion and diseipline of wy men."”

Gen. Wadeworth is reported to bave testified to the
Committee on the Conduct of the War that, at the depar-

wheels” was lefc for the defence of Washington. To this
whimsical statement, which wea gravely repeated in the
tenate, Cul Greene makes s reply, as regards bia com-
mand, equally eonclusive, whether we sappose Gen.Wads
worth, in his innocence of military knowledge at that time
to have been ignorant that all the guns must have been
*on wheels,” or to have merely sought in an unskilful way
to sny that vo field artillery was loft for use :

“1 bad, in eight of the forts covering Long Bridge
(which were uoder my comtmand) some seventy or mare
osnnon  ‘on wheels'—I think the exact number was
seventy-two. Bome of these cannon were mounted, it is
true, on barbette carringee, but, after all, barbette car-
risges have ‘ wheels. Not one of the seveuty two eannon
mﬂ wi:lll:;lill ite mrrius;’ mnnmm mounted on bar-

te Ages were ) guna, 24-pounder guns,
and B-inch buwiteers ; thise mounted n 5::0&"&’!
were 24.pounder iron guns and 30 pounder Parrott gune.
I had fifteen field gune—counting Hi-inch brass ™
and 10-pounder Parrott guna ns well as 6-pounder fi-ld
guns to ?::24"' the numm‘ 1 bad, nlm,noiﬂnl 20-
pounder guns on carriages. Quarter-
master had also in his charge a hnndr::ir wmz excellent
hor.es, which we bal brought from Massachusetts. T
t myseli liable to be called on, af soy moment, to
furnish a field battery, and, for that reason kept myrelf
constantly prepared to furnish one of six pieces at an
hour's notice. I bad the eanvon, the ammunition, the
horses, the men, and the offieers, and the would
have been organ'z+d and trotted out wheoever for.
:m.m -s..:;.m,-m g o for otu:r: -m

ry w y BO0U o
rendily furnisbed from the Arssan! st Washington. That
1 had thess cannon, horses, men, eto. will appesr from
returns and roports which we e at the time regularly for-
warded by me é the arters of the ral epm-
manding the defences of Washington, (Gen. Wadsworth.”)

CAPTURE OF A GUERILLA LEADER.

Col. MoReynolda, of the First New York Cavalry, in a
despatoh to Gen Kelley, announces the captute of the
“ notoriona” Capt. Laypole on the night of the 21st instant,
near the foot of the Blue Ridge. The Colonel says:

“1 learned of his haunting place, set & trap for him ;
sont thirly picket men across the river, three at a time, st
midnight, and t kim and seven men of the Fifth and
Bixth V ...Tnuhimnjﬂd:’

is bold villain, and Lieut. Powell »
‘brave wen of the Tmi!‘::mu%m. with Lisut.

. It wesa dash and no-

last, teers, for eirculsting *

Gen. Wadsworth commanded the defences of Washington | *0d

ture of the army for the peninsula, not = single gun “on | .4

(ever reliable, ) | taini

A STRANGE MILITARY ORDER.

The fullowiog military order appeared in the ** Iudepen,
deut Demucial,” published at Congord, (N. H. ) un the 26tk
nitiwe, with the brief rewsrk that ** the order spenks for
itsoll and wakes & good begivviug ; there are vther officers
who should be deslt with likewiss.” :

IWar Department, Adjutant General's Q!['“
Bpseial Orders No. 119 m‘ T SR
34. By direotion of the 0t the following officers
are hereby dismissed the service of the Ut ?
Lieutonnnt A. J. Edgerly, Fourth New Ham pahire
perhead tickets,” and doing all
inﬁb:np;wsr to promote the success of the rebel cause in
By order of the Secretary of War:
_ L. ‘tHoMAS, Adjutaot General.
Ta the Governor of New Hampshire.
The New Hampsbire elsction took place on the 10th ot

geouineness, we hesiteted to give it the place in our eo-
lumus to which a legitimate paper of the kind would have
been eutitled. But, learning from s late number of the
“ Independent Democrat," justifying thia sct of the mili-
tary power, as well as from other evidencs befors us,
that the order is really genuine, and thuk the original is on
file in the Biate House at Concord, we now republish it
as oue of the remarkable incidents of this unfortunate war,
togetber with the lately-published explanation of the dis-
missed officer in which ils justice is denied.

Letter from Lieut. Edgerly.
MASCRESTER, (N. H.) MArcH 24, 1863.
Editors of the Boston Fost: I saw in your

day the mder dilni-l.in{r Lieut. A. J. Edgerly,
Fourth New Humpshire Voluuteers, from the service of
the United States for “ cironlstiog tickets,”
together with eamments thereon, in which you
you caunot believe it true that the President of the Uai
Stales would stuop so low s to divmiss an officer for vot-
ing the Demooratic ticket, or even ecirculsting t
wheu it s & rotorions fwet that the Administration bad
tbeir «fficers und men brought from all parts of the cobn-
try, not only to vote for the lioE:bhmn party, but use all
their influence to bave others the same and for the

same party. :
Why I write this is to sbow to you that the order is

of ganhim. al-hough T huve not been officislly notified of it,

ut ' huve secn the inal copy in the Btate Department
at Coneord, and -h-ici'-ﬁ. bably gek a copy when the
one is issued. I do not won rthtmlroblhtom
" i here, those
 merited il

o el the Ve provedyngi
w ove i in do
not believe they wou p to the low parl.?-lllu phrases
at-the War Department in_their * orders;"’ but such are
the words used in the order, word for word, as published
in !lh:.;“ Demoerat” at Concord. ;

you & of a certificate given me by the
Moderator of the Ward in whish I m‘f{wm -i::} and
he is oue of Lhe most influential men of the blican
party, und one of the editors of the ‘* American” in this
city, which goes to show the first part of the in
falso, aud as for the other I am af & loss to know what is
meant by * the rebel csusein his Btate,” unless it is the
Abolition cauce, and every man who ever knew me, or ever
heard me express my politisal opinioos, knows I never did
any thing to help tiat, but have voted the Demoeratic
ticket since 1850, with the exception of last March, when
1 was in Flurida with my regiment.

The fucts are these: I simply went to the and
deposited my ballot, as I i I bad & perfect right
to do, not thinking that when I 100k & commission i:%w
United Btates army I forfeited the dearest right of an
American freeman, the right to exercise the elective frau-
chise according tv the dictates of his own judgment and
conscience ; and I do not regret the act, should de so
Bgaio to-morrow should the oﬁorluﬂit}_mr.

You will pardon me for the freedom I bhave taken in
writing this to you, vot for rﬂbﬁuﬂu. only to show that
the * order ' is not ** bogus.' Youras, wost truly,

A. J. EDGERLY,
Lute Lieut. Fourth New Humpshire Voluuteers.

Certificate of the Moderator.

) MaxcuesTeR, (N. H.) MArcH 28, 1863,

. This shows that I am Moderator in Ward Bix, in this
city. That on (he day of our annual eleotion, March 10th,
Lieut, A. J. Edgerly came into the ward room, presented
bis vote, and intely retired. Fe did not remain in
the room over five minutes. I did pot see him i

seen bimn had he been engaged in dirculating them in the
ward room. James O. Apams,
Moderstor of ward 6, city of Manchester, N. H.

Our contemporaries generally, in noticing theabove order,
bave fallen into sn error by stating that Lieut. Edgerly
was an officer of the New Hampshire regiment which was
sent home from the Army of the Potomae *to recruit”
just before the regular time prescribed for the election.
That wus the Second regiment, and not the Fourth. It
passed through this city homeward bound on the 27th of
February lsst. It is charged by the Concord Patriot and
other Democratic journals of New Hampshire that buo-
dreds of other officers and soldiers were furlongbed and
sent home about the same time. The Colonel of the Becond
Regiment bas reported to the War Department that it is
now ready for duty.

The following is the article of the * Independent Demo-
orat” above alluded to. It sppeared in ita issue of the

“A HowL.—The Patriot and o

thizing newspapers in our Ntate are in ::::I mmm"'
order from the War dismiesing from the
servica ano officer of the fourth regiment who waa at home

in this State nctively engaged in attem to procure a
viet:ry for treason in New Hmplimﬁi:'ﬁ

which the rebels, whom he was oned g g::
uot to sid, would have rejoiced ae they did over

s in any way supporting this war, is not fit to hold &
mission oo the Union Hia place is with the rebels
ar in , ami scorn

“Tha» peculiar friends and organa of the Administra
ure daily and loudly calling for a * united North,’ and are
deploring the fact that all citizens do not give cordial and
ordet gives proot of T Mol of unty of et 04 o

gives w unity o t and ac-
ety i, iy e s St

o ] tate—

men who voted the Demoeratic -
vilified, belied, and proscribed, in an order issued ‘ by di-
rection of the President.’ And for what? For their ear-
mmmqrmmuumcmwﬁwmh{:w
shaken devotion to the Union. It is for that, and that
aloge, ltllluouuthz will not upwm
they believe will prove to the Consti
fatal ta the dearest rights

sident of the United States ordera to
officially denounced as * onnngx' aod ¢
more; {y dismissing an «
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and ;vhi . ton
ot ol | 1Y e o
s doomed to disappointment

SENATOR SUMNER.

Wa quoted & fow days ago the appropriste and friendly
remarks made on our eivil war by the Duke of ARGOYLE, &
member of the present British Ministry, in his speach at
the Ediuburgh banquet on the first of April. Those re-
marke wero prefaced by the fullowing complimentary allu-
sion to Mr. Benator SUMNER, the distinguished chairman
of the Senate Committes on Foreign Relations, and had
not met our eye when we made our citation from the
apeech of the Duke :

* Well, geutleman, these are two of the t wars to

on the o' her side gt

3

4

distribute
volbes in the room, and I was so situated that I could have ..

g
March. 'Tbo order is dated on the 13th, and, doubting it |
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